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ALBERTA VOTES:  ELECTION 2012 

 

Provincial  Parties  Respond  to  Questions  About  Nonprofit  Sector 

CCVO is committed to providing accurate information and resources to Albertans about 

the nonprofit sector.  Because the provincial government and its policies and funding 

have a direct and significant effect on the nonprofit sector, CCVO sought to obtain 

feedback from each party to determine how their campaign/policy platforms address the 

issues nonprofits across the province face. 

CCVO sent a brief survey of five questions to each of the nine parties which are 

participating in the 2012 Alberta provincial election.  

We received responses from six parties, and their responses* are listed here below 

each question in alphabetical order of party names.  

Alberta Party  
Evergreen Party 
Liberal Party of Alberta  
New Democratic Party of Alberta  
Progressive Conservative Association of Alberta  
Wildrose Party 
 
 
(We have not yet heard from the Alberta Social Credit Party, the Communist Party, or 
the Separation Party of Alberta.  We will add their responses if we receive them.) 
 
 
 
*Please note that the responses are unedited for content, spelling, or grammar. 
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Public Policy  

Many of the public policy issues that government and nonprofits exist to address are 

complex and interconnected. The nonprofit sector is often closest to these issues and 

possesses unique expertise and information. Additionally, nonprofit organizations often 

play a central role in the implementation of public policy.  

Question 1: What actions would your party support to ensure a productive 

relationship between the Government of Alberta and Alberta’s nonprofit sector?  

Alberta Party:  
 

We concur with Ed Broadbent’s 1990’s assertion that the Voluntary (nonprofit) Sector is the 

Third Pillar of society along with the Private and Public Sectors. In practical terms this means 

that the Alberta Party would look to this sector as a full partner in:  

 Understanding the issues of Vulnerable Albertans  

 Development of related Public Policy, and  

 Delivery of Service  
 

 

Evergreen Party 
 
We would create a committee to form a liaison with the nonprofit sector that would report to 

the appropriate ministry or the legislature and in turn report back to the sector. 

 
 

Liberal Party:  

The Alberta Liberals believe that relations with the nonprofit sector, as with other 

stakeholders, must be based on mutual respect, consultation, cooperation and transparency. 

We will treat nonprofit organizations as valued partners in the delivery of programs and 

services for Albertans, and will work to ensure that wages and benefits of those employed in 

the nonprofit sector more accurately reflect their education and training. We will also seek the 

input and expertise of nonprofit organizations in the development of policy or legislative 

changes that affect them or the populations they serve, and will take their advice and counsel 

seriously.  
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New Democratic Party:  

The NDP is committed to consulting with stakeholders in the development of public policy. We 

will also ensure more public hearings are held before major pieces of legislation are enacted. 

There is also value in an on-going cross-ministerial body with concerns for the nonprofit sector 

that is in on-going communication with the sector and can oversee the development and roll-

out of multi-year plans with clear identified outcomes and honest recognition of the resources 

required to achieve them. 

 

Progressive Conservative Association of Alberta:  

We believe that the non-profit sector is absolutely crucial to the success and overall well-being 

of our society. Our party recognizes that non-profits perform a variety of vital functions that 

benefit Albertans on a daily basis. Our party supports a productive relationship with the non-

profit sector.  

 

Although the non-profit scope reaches across all twelve subsections, we amalgamated multiple 

departments concerned with social services into the new Department of Human Services, 

giving non-profits a single point of entry into the government system. 

 

Wildrose Party:  

Nonprofit organizations are essential to the quality of life in Alberta’s communities, whether in 

terms of speaking out on environmental issues, lending individuals a hand when they need it, or 

bringing us all together in celebration and joy.  In particular, volunteer and non-profit groups 

are the most effective deliverers of social support. Not only does the Wildrose value what 

nonprofit organizations do for individuals, families and, communities every day, we look to them 

for the best solutions to social issues in our province.  

The power of nonprofits is an underutilized asset in Alberta. A Wildrose government will 

empower them to deliver more support to more people and give them a more prominent role 

in shaping the direction of how social support is delivered in Alberta. 

A Wildrose government will work closely with nonprofit organizations to improve and expand 

Alberta’s social support systems, environmental awareness, and cultural vibrancy. For this 

purpose, we will widen communication channels with nonprofit sector representatives to invite 

more input, listen with the objective of finding the best solutions, and develop an ongoing 

discussion about how to create a better Alberta. 
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Question 2: What role does your party believe the nonprofit sector should play in 

the public policy process?  

 

Alberta Party:  
 

The Sector provides a depth of understanding about many issues—including but not limited 

to— a unique understanding of those with special needs, an ‘on the ground’ understanding of 

many community issues, the needs of those Albertans that are often on the fringe, and the 

stewardship of parks and special lands. As such, we would encourage and support the 

development of capacity within the sector to not only deliver service but take on a leadership 

role with the GOA in development of public policy. 

 

Evergreen Party: 

The most important role I can see is of keeping the government and its actions transparent and 

honest. It would also provide input to the policy process that might be missed by the civil 

service or other sources of information. The best information available is essential to good 

policy and other decisions. 

The Nonprofit Sector should receive reasonable government funding, especially where they are 

providing essential services that cannot be provided efficiently by the government. 

 

Liberal Party:  

Nonprofit organizations are on the front line of service delivery and, as such, are uniquely 

positioned to offer expertise and real world pragmatism to the policy and legislation 

development process. The Alberta Liberals believe very strongly that nonprofit organizations 

should be consulted on any policy or legislative changes that affect them or the populations 

they serve, should be given the opportunity to raise concerns or provide input, and have those 

given full consideration.      

 

New Democratic Party:  

The nonprofit sector provides many vital public services and participates in a wide variety of 

ways in every aspect of civil society. Public policy would be enriched through encouraging a 

greater role for nonprofit organizations. But beyond bringing valuable ideas and analysis to 

public policy, fiscal policies that support a strong vibrant voluntary sector are also vital so that 
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people who want to make a living working in such organizations are able to do so over the 

long-term and not as an “entry-level” aspect of the labour market. 

 

Progressive Conservative Association of Alberta:  

As non-profits directly reflect Albertans’ interests and challenges, we believe that non-profits 

are well-poised to provide valuable input to government in the public policy process such as we 

have currently undertaken. Our party believes that government must actively consult and 

engage with all stakeholders. Only through active discussion and collaboration can we ensure 

that government policy, goals and ultimately the outcomes of that policy properly align with 

that of all stakeholders. We believe that non-profits and government can mutually benefit from 

such a relationship.  

 

Wildrose Party:  

The current government’s system of top-down decision making is ineffective, particularly when 

it comes to social services. We believe the dedicated front-line workers of Alberta’s nonprofit 

sector know how to deliver social support better than do government executives. 

A Wildrose government will decentralize the decision making process to incorporate more 

influence from nonprofit organizations. Public policy must be developed through thorough 

consultation and cooperation with the nonprofit sector. Furthermore, alternative delivery 

methods for government social services – particularly expanding involvement from nonprofits 

where appropriate – must be explored. 

 

Sustaining the Nonprofit Sector and its Workforce 

One of the significant challenges facing our next government will be to balance a 

strengthening economy with significant projected labour shortages. Nonprofits support the 

Alberta workforce in a variety of ways. They provide a range of services that contribute to 

building a skilled and adaptive workforce. These include language training, occupational 

skills training, financial literacy, job placement and workplace supports. Many of these 

services help integrate groups that are under-represented in the workforce, such as new 

Canadians, Aboriginal populations, people with disabilities, and youth. Moreover, many 

essential services provided by nonprofit organizations such as childcare and eldercare 

make it possible for people to participate in the workforce and to contribute to a strong 

Alberta economy. Nonprofits and charities also address a myriad of social and health 

issues that would otherwise detract from workplace productivity. 
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Of course, the nonprofit sector experiences it own workforce challenges amidst a robust 

economy. It struggles to offer competitive wages and loses employees to the private 

and public sectors. The nonprofit sector is once again experiencing workforce 

challenges as Alberta’s economy improves. This comes on the heels of a recessionary 

period in which demand for services was accompanied by flat or declining revenues.  

 

Question 3: What specific strategies would your party support to address 

workforce challenges faced by Alberta’s nonprofit sector?  

 

Alberta Party:  

The disabilities sector has taken an approach through Workforce 2010 to both understand and 

suggest solutions to workforce challenges faced in that sector. The Alberta Party would 

support the following steps to understand and address the workforce challenges within the 

nonprofit sector:  

Undertake a Community Engagement Process with the nonprofit sector to gain a more 

complete understanding of work force issues and act on the recommendations.  

Ensure the nonprofit sector’s importance is recognized by decision makers and finds an official 

place within the structure of government (enhance and elevate ANVSI).  

Work with post secondary institutions and community colleges to ensure that appropriate 

training and credentialing is available for those looking to select work in the volunteer sector.  

 

Evergreen Party:  

This would have to be worked out with each individual nonprofit organization. 

 

Liberal Party:  

The Alberta Liberals acknowledge that staff recruitment and retention are major challenges in 

the nonprofit sector. Time and time again, we hear of trained staff from nonprofit service 

providers being compensated at rates that are either at or even below those working in the fast 

food industry. We demand so much from these service providers, yet the societal importance 

of their work is not reflected in their wages and benefits. It’s hardly surprising then that staff 

turnover is high, morale is low, and those with experience are in short supply. Because funding 

is a major hurdle in overcoming these challenges, the Alberta Liberal platform calls for 
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reinstatement of community lottery boards and the creation of a Municipal Heritage Fund to 

provide direct funding to neighbourhood associations. 

 

New Democratic Party:  

It is essential to have public support so that the voluntary sector can be a place where people 

can work and advance over long periods and not only work there for brief periods. The 

approach to providing funding to the sector from the province is a significant part of this since 

much of the sector gets a good deal of revenue from provincial ministries.  If contracts and 

grants do not allow for nonprofits to provide good compensation or operate in adequate 

facilities it will be harder to keep an excellent workforce in place. The rules for fund raising 

work and reporting can also be made more able to assist the sector to secure better resources.  

The government needs to work with the sector to see programs that support training for 

senior leaders in the sector to be able to develop the skills needed for this important work.  

The NDP is also concerned that current government policies that allow Alberta to have the 

lowest minimum wage in Canada, that allow excessive dependence on temporary foreign 

workers to meet labour market needs instead of supporting greater development of 

underemployed Albertans, and the lower availability of day care and before/after school care in 

Alberta compared to other provinces hurt the ability to have a workforce available.  

The NDP also recognizes that there may be times when programs to enable some parts of the 

sector to supplement wages or to support such things as professional development through 

grants may be needed.  

High debt loads for people graduating from post-secondary education add to the challenges 

early in a work career and the NDP’s commitment to both a reduction of all post-secondary 

tuition and a program that reimburses $1000/year to graduates carrying debt will help address 

this.  

Finally, more needs to be done to assist populations that are underrepresented in the labour 

market (older people, people with disabilities, indigenous people, newer immigrants, youth) 

through a range of strategies including paid internships and mentorships and better training 

programs. 

 

Progressive Conservative Association of Alberta:  

Our party understands the particular workforce challenges faced by the non-profit sector. The 

valuable work carried out by non-profits could not happen without the dedication of your 

employees. We support strategies that build agency capacity in effective workforce utilization, 

attracting and keeping qualified staff and ensuring positive outcomes for clients. As well, we 
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recognize that more than half of the people that work for non-profits are volunteers. Canadians 

volunteered nearly 2.1 billion hours in 2010! 

This is why our government supported the Alberta Non-Profit Volunteer Sector Initiative. The 

initiative operates within a memorandum of understanding between the provincial government 

and the non-profit sector. The goal of the initiative is to encourage collaboration to ensure 

sustainability of the sector and help address current and future challenges including human 

resources. 

Our party will continue to address workforce issues in the non-profit sector over the next 

three years, with additional funding for wage increases and other recruitment and retention 

strategies. Under Budget 2012, with respect to social services non-profits, a total of $61.7 

million has been provided to contracted agencies for wage increases of an average of five per 

cent. An additional investment of $128.1 million is planned for 2013/2014 with a further 

$196.9 million investment planned for 2014/2015, for a total funding increase of $386.7 million 

over three years. 

 

Wildrose Party:  

Nonprofit organizations must be empowered in Alberta, not restricted. The government must 

provide appropriate assistance to reduce the obstacles nonprofits face in today’s labour market. 

A Wildrose government will introduce a ‘volunteerism tax credit’ as an optional tool for 

volunteer organizations to use to attract and reward those who donate their time to charitable 

causes. Nonprofit organizations must also receive sufficient funding so as to hire and pay skilled 

workers. Unfortunately, the current government’s system only allows $25 in tax concessions 

for a $100 charitable donation, while that same donation to a political party renders a credit of 

$75. Our nonprofits deserve better. A Wildrose government will incent greater charitable 

donations to nonprofits by increasing the tax credit for these donations so they are at least as 

generous as the tax credit given for political contributions.  
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Financing and Delivering Programs and Services.  

Governments in various jurisdictions are examining the role of government, the 

nonprofit sector and private enterprise, in delivering essential programs and services 

and, more generally, in supporting the health and vitality of communities. Moreover, 

they are considering alternative approaches to financing government operations, 

including programs and services delivered on behalf of government.   

 

Question 4:  What strategies would your party implement to support the 

sustainability of the nonprofit sector through Alberta’s fluctuating economic 

conditions?  

 

Alberta Party: 
 
The impact of Alberta’s fluctuating economy is felt throughout both the private and volunteer 

sectors. The Alberta Party believes that long-range planning would assist in mitigating these 

negative economic impacts.  

 

With the nonprofit sector as a partner in policy development and service delivery, the Alberta 

Party will strive to work with and understand the vulnerabilities and issues faced by nonprofit 

organizations. We would work with the non-profit sector to address issues of sustainability and 

to understand and develop the roles and responsibilities of organizations within the sector to 

establish a more defined and sustainable structure. Finally, we would provide a stable five-year 

funding plan for government-funded organizations. 

 

Evergreen Party:  

This is a difficult question to answer in a simple manner. Our party is dedicated to not only 

sustainability but to address Alberta’s fluctuation economic cycles to eliminate the problem of 

the bust and boom cycle. The exact method would take much study and involvement of all 

affected. 

 

Liberal Party:  

Nonprofit organizations provide incredible social and financial value and are extremely adept at 

maximizing every dollar in funding that they receive. They deliver programs and services in a far 

more economic and impactful way than government. We owe it to them as a matter of 
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principle to invest in their operations in such a way that provides long-term stability and allows 

them to build capacity, maintain staff and provide a consistently high level of services to the 

community. 

 

New Democratic Party:  

A core commitment of the NDP in this election is to all Albertans being able to enjoy the 

prosperity that the province’s wealth provides rather than most of the value going to a small 

part of the population. This inclusive view means more must be done to ensure the nonprofit 

sector can flourish and contribute in a wide range of ways and not be continually struggling to 

just survive.  

This issue is largely not a matter of broad philosophical statements and an annual conference to 

celebrate volunteerism but of the need to ensure the fiscal viability of the thousands of 

nonprofits doing a tremendous range of things in every part of our lives and province. That 

means a well-planned and monitored approach, developed with broad input from the sector, to 

ensure compensation is competitive with other sectors, so there is not a significant movement 

of people to the public and for-profit sectors by people after they gain some initial experience 

in the nonprofit sector, and that in the heated economy the costs for operational things such as 

rent and utilities are reasonable and affordable. Compensation is not only a matter of 

immediate wages. The sector needs to have the capacity to offer benefits and plans that relate 

to retirement to make employment over longer terms more attractive. There have been far 

too many anecdotes from people working in the nonprofit sector who need to receive services 

themselves for issues related to low income. 

The NDP’s commitment to regulating high electricity costs is one example of the practical steps 

that can be taken to deliver this. The NDP’s proposals to see the arts and culture as a 

significant part of the labour market and not an incidental “extra” will also make this part of the 

voluntary sector more viable. 

 

Progressive Conservative Association of Alberta:  

Non-profits are critical to the social fabric of Alberta. We believe in supplying non-profits and 

agencies with the resources they need to maximize their capabilities. It is through a strong 

partnership between government, individuals, the corporate sector and the non-profit sector 

that brings about sustainability in the non-profit sector.  

There may be other parties that support a greater role for the corporate sector in support of 

non-profits. However, we realize that corporate donations are actually down recently. While 

we certainly believe the corporate sector has a role to play, we firmly believe in a strong 
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contribution from both the corporate sector as well as the government in supporting non-

profits.  

We also firmly endorse the Community Spirit tax program in making it easier for people to 

donate to non-profits. As the most generous tax rebate program in Canada, this is a vital tool 

in supporting the sustainability of the non-profit sector. 

 

Wildrose Party:  

In providing appropriate assistance to nonprofits, the government must also help to reduce the 

impact of changing economic conditions on a charitable organization’s ability to continue 

operating in the long-term. In addition to tax incentives (which should rise when the economy 

is strong), a Wildrose government will support nonprofit organizations with predictable yearly 

funding increases in line with inflation and other growth pressures. This is essential to ensuring 

that a booming economy does not leave non-profits behind. 

 

Question 5:  What changes, if any, would your party introduce in terms of how the 

programs and services that impact quality of life in our communities are delivered 

and financed?  

 

Alberta Party:  

The Alberta Party began as a citizens’ movement for democratic renewal and was founded upon 

the principle that listening to Albertans is the best way to understand and guide government 

policy. We believe policy developed by those directly involved and affected by it is the most 

effective public policy. Our raison d'être is our commitment to citizen engagement. Those 

engaged in building a prosperous, sustainable Alberta are best positioned to lead in public policy 

creation. The non-profit sector must be recognized as a key component in building Alberta’s 

future. The Alberta Party is prepared to make that commitment.  

Through dialogue and long-term planning, we would more deeply understand the way in which 

Albertans want their tax dollars used. As stewards of these funds we would be better able to 

address the Quality of Life needs and aspirations of Albertans. 
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Evergreen Party:  

We would work with the different organization and if feasible form a full ministry to assess 

needs of services and required funding. 

SUMMARY 

We believe in forming transparent committees. Not hand-picked to achieve a desired result. 

Groups kind of sigh when they hear "form another committee." 

 

 

Volunteers are truly the "front" line workers dealing with problems, issues or contributions to 

our society at the "Grass Roots level where Green Parties recognize the most affective work 

occurs with the most dedicated caring people. This is how the Evergreen party operates. These 

are valuable contributions that are an investment not an expense. 

 

Liberal Party:  

Two of our key health care commitments involve a greater role for the nonprofit sector. 

Firstly, the Alberta Liberals will double the funding for home care to $808 million annually to 

allow more seniors to remain together in their homes. This will save the province money by 

keeping seniors out of hospital who don’t need to be there, and will also improve their quality 

of life. Secondly, we’ll significantly boost the supply of non-profit long-term care beds in Alberta.  

 

In terms of how provincial government funding is allocated, the Alberta Liberals will reinstate 

Community Lottery Boards to manage and oversee the distribution of lottery funds to 

nonprofit organizations. Lottery money should not be used as a slush fund for government 

politicians to throw perks around. By reinstating Community Lottery Boards and removing 

politicians from the process, we believe that spending priorities will better reflect the needs and 

priorities of the community.   

 

The Alberta Liberals believe that preventative social services offer much greater financial and 

societal value than trying to address social ills after the fact. This is reflected in another of our 

key policy commitments, which is to establish a provincial school lunch program. The benefits 

of nutrition on education are well documented. Children whose nutritional needs are met have 

fewer attendance and discipline problems and are more attentive in class – and classrooms with 

fewer discipline problems mean a better quality of education for all students.  

 

 

 



13 | P a g e  
 

New Democratic Party:  

There has been a steady off-loading of responsibilities and duties from government to the 

nonprofit sector without it being accompanied by adequate resources. The work of the sector 

to advocate and propose creative and effective ideas, and to do excellent work with inadequate 

resources is all deserving of compliments. But the NDP does not see the nonprofit sector as a 

second-class citizen in the overall economy and so is committed to an overall approach to 

ensure it is able to fully participate and contribute to the wellbeing of the province. Such a 

comprehensive approach will need through input from those active in the sector and will range 

from making volunteerism more accessible to more people to ensuring senior leaders can make 

long-term commitments. It will mean letting the creativity and energy of the sector be focused 

on core businesses and not on measures to simply survive. 

Beyond the nonprofit sector however, the NDP believes government should do a much better 

job of fostering overall quality of life by improving what happens in other areas of life too—

schools, the health system, housing, recreation, and transportation to name a few. Adequate 

funding and good policies for all these areas are largely within the responsibility of government 

and there is much to improve there too.  

 

Progressive Conservative Association of Alberta:  

Our party recognizes the crucial contributions Albertans make to their communities by their 

involvement with non-profits. A successful Alberta is one in which every Albertan is 

empowered to be part of the economic, social and cultural life of the province. This is a 

principle that guides our party. 

We support the role of non-profits which are in the best position to create locally-designed 

solutions to the needs of each community. It is our belief that the best way to fund these vital 

programs and services is a combination of government, individuals and the private sector. 

 

Wildrose Party:  

Alberta is known for its relative wealth, but quality of life is about much more than that; we 

must have a clean environment, vibrant arts, active voluntarism, and care for those in need to 

be thought of as truly living well. 

In particular, nonprofit organizations must have an expanded role in the delivery of social 

support in Alberta. While an ongoing discussion regarding new roles for nonprofits will be 
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fostered, drawn from, and acted on by a Wildrose government in the long-term, Wildrose has 

committed to introducing the following changes to the current social support system: 

Assessment procedures will be decentralized and streamlined to ensure more support funding 

is flowing directly to the individuals, families, and community organizations that need it instead 

of being absorbed by big government bureaucracies. For a prime example, regional PDD boards 

will be phased out, and decision-making authority will be returned to community organizations 

and families by developing a formula that has funding follow the individual primarily to the 

nonprofit organization or agency caring for them. 

Rather than spending all their time tailoring their services and internal structure to meet the 

demands of the latest government grant, we will guarantee longer-term funding with minimal 

requirements for those organizations with a proven track record of effective results in 

improving Alberta communities. 
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